
MOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT 
WATER COMMITTEE MEETING 

November 7, 2019 
*UNAPPROVED* 

 
 
Present: Ed Rajsteter, Mark Johanson, Ken King, Patricia Brady, Bob Long and Don Drew 
(Maintenance/Water Project Manager).   
 
Call to Order: Don Drew opened the meeting at 8:00 am.   
 
Minutes Approval: 
October 3, 2019 – Patricia Brady moved to approve; Ed Rajsteter seconded and motion passed. 
 
Water System Update: 
Don Drew reported the system is running well with the average daily usage around 22,000 gpd.  Monthly E 
Coli testing has come back clean and seasonal shutoffs are ongoing. 
 
Incident Report:   
Don Drew said he delivered five disconnect for non-payment notices.  He also investigated a report of 
discolored water on Newport Drive which led to cleaning a valve and flushing the system in the area.  The 
valve had been turned off but is now on and should help keep the flow cleaner; if there are still issues, he 
will do a blow off.  A recent power outage at the chambers had things running manually for part of the day, 
then they used the generator until power was restored.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Lower Dam Emergency Spillway Project:  Don Drew said the project is almost complete and hopefully 
will be done today.  The contractor had to bring in more product so there may be additional cost.  A “sieve 
analysis” of the product used is required by the state and it is being done for $105. The project engineering 
firm, DuBois & King, plans to visit on Nov. 21 to review and inspect the work done.  
 
Water Source Project:  Don Drew reported Nobis Engineering provided their suggested “Sequence of 
Steps and Order-of-Magnitude Cost Estimate” for new well permitting at the site on French Pond Road.  He 
gave copies to the Committee members to review for discussion at the next meeting.  He said Dubois & 
King will present their information at their Nov. 21 visit.  Once both sets of information is available, the 
Committee can discuss whether the gains from developing the source will be worth the costs of moving 
forward with the project.  The Committee discussed the Woodsville Water & Light rate increase of 10% in 
2020 and agreed to compare the costs of working the new source versus the costs of WW & L increases. 
 
Bear Road Water Main Project: The Committee previously discussed funding sources for the project and 
agreed to use $5,000 from the Water Capital Improvement Capital Reserve Fund and about $1,000 from 
the regular Water Department budget.  Don Drew said the project to replace the water main along Bear 
Road will begin after Nov. 12 when DIG SAFE is supposed to mark the area.  The product was purchased 
a couple of years ago and has been moved from storage to onsite; he will update the Committee when the 
project starts.  
 



Pump House Generator:  Project is on hold. 
 
Water Service Meter Installations: Project is on hold. 
 
Chambers Area Meters: Project is on hold.  Don Drew said he met with the Ferguson Waterworks 
representative and has new water meter information to review.  He will report back to the Committee at the 
next meeting. 
 
Project Funding:  Don Drew said he is working to get numbers on various projects so that funding can be 
requested.   
 
Summer Water Projects:  Don Drew said he installed an inverter in the District truck and is using a 
vacuum cleaner to clear away dirt and sand in valve boxes, and a bunch have been cleaned and/or 
repaired.  He also repaired several curb stops as residents reported them. 
 
Bush Hog/Mowing Work: Don Drew said the work continues and is almost done; he plans to do some 
final cleanup around the pump house fence. 
 
Hood’s Plumbing:  The Committee agreed to invite Chris Dellinger from Hood’s to attend the December 
Committee meeting to touch bases.  Bob Long noted a draft of the excavating contract renewal is being 
reviewed by the commissioners for discussion at the Nov. 11 commissioners meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Lakeside Septic Installation:  Don Drew reported he was working with a septic designer installing a 
system for a Lakeside Drive home. It is a replacement system, but they changed the design and the 
location from the original system and the leach field was too close to the water main (it should be at least 
25 feet away or the water main should be sleeved at the customer’s expense).  After much back and forth 
discussion with the design contractor and the state, the contractor re-worked the design to bring it into 
compliance.  Don Drew said he checked the measurements this morning and they were good.  He plans to 
email the state inspector and ask to be present at the inspection.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:49 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Kristi Garofalo 


